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Winner of 'Big A' Creative Space Award 2013 from Arts Access Aotearoa.  

Spark Centre artist 1st Place Winner, and People's Choice Award of IHC Art Awards 2013 

 Important Dates 

End of Term 2:  
9 July 

 

Term 3 Dates:  
25 July—24 September   
 

Studio One Exhibition: 
Opening Night 24 August 
24 August—17 September 

 

Māpura Open Day: 
Saturday, 24 September 
 

Term 4: 
10 October —17 December 
 

ART AUCTION RAISES OVER $12,000 FOR THE STROKE ART PROGRAMME 

ā  

 (formerly Spark Centre of Creative Development) 
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New Classes Off to a Running Start 

Three new classes have started recently at Māpura: a Monday afternoon art 

class for children from the local area, a Wednesday afternoon cartooning 

class, and a life drawing class on Thursday evening. These classes allow peo-

ple from the local community, with and without disabilities, to participate in 

art tuition at Māpura.  

The Life Drawing class is taught by Stuart Shepherd and gives artists the oppor-

tunity to work with live models of a wide range of physical descriptions. Artists 

can choose to work in a tutored or untutored setting. 

The Cartooning class is taught by award-winning comic book artists Stefan 

Neville and Tim Danko and is geared towards adults and teenagers. It takes 

burgeoning cartoonists through the whole process of comic creation from 

idea to finished product.  

The Monday afternoon Children’s Art class is taught by Studio Co-ordinator 

Margaret Feeney, who has been impressed with the level of energy and   

dedication in the class. “Some of the kids started out really shy but they have 

just blossomed” over the term, she says. 

With the support of the Rotary Clubs of Mt Eden and Epsom, 

Māpura Studios held a Charity Art Auction on 28 May at Pah 

Homestead, TSB Wallace Arts Centre. Over 200 people     

attended the event, which featured works from renowned 

New Zealand artists, as well as a selection of works from 

Māpura’s own artists.  

Charles Ninow, of Bowerbank Ninow, was the auctioneer. 

Thirty works — including paintings, sculpture and jewellery — 

were auctioned live, and another 24 were featured in a   

silent auction on our website in the weeks leading up the 

event. Bids came in from as far away as Australia. 

The auction raised over $12,000 to support the Stroke Art Pro-

gramme at Māpura. We are grateful for the support of all 

who contributed to this fantastic event, especially the artists, 

attendees, volunteers, and sponsors.  



Thank you – we simply can’t do it without you!  

 
 

 

Happenings at Māpura 

Māpura is proud to be the recipient of a grant from 

the NZSL Fund, an initiative to nurture and support 

New Zealand Sign Language across the country. 

Māpura will use the funding to offer a weekly art 

class to deaf children and hearing children with 

Deaf parents (CODAs). The class will be taught by 

Rachel Coppage beginning in Term 3. All levels of 

NZSL are welcome. For more information, contact 

Rachel on 021 263 3932 (text) or email: racenter-

prisesltd@gmail.com, or phone Māpura on 09 845 

5361. 

Māpura to Offer Art Classes in NZSL 

Thanks to our Patron Sir James Wallace and The 

Wallace Foundation, the new Wallace Foundation 

Scholarship will be awarded  to one artist to attend 

any class at Māpura for one year, starting in Term 3 

of 2016. If you or someone you know would like to 

be considered for this scholarship, please contact 

Diana on 845 5361 or diana@mapurastudios.org.nz. 

Applications are due 30 June. 

New Scholarship Available 

Staff Profile: Tim Danko 
 

Tim Danko started out as a volunteer at 

Māpura in 2015, and now teaches 

Cartooning and Studio Practice. Tim 

dreamt about finding a comic under a 

cinema seat and then some years lat-

er found that exact comic in a shop. 

Ever since that early dream he has made comics in a 

carport, a garage, under a house, on two islands in the 

Hauraki Gulf, and in lounge rooms in several countries. Tim 

has had his own comic imprint (Dead Xerox Press) since 

the mid ‘90s. When he is not  making comics, dreaming 

about the comics he is going to make, and helping oth-

ers make comics, he enjoys spending time with his 11-year

-old daughter. 

Are you following us on Facebook? 

www.facebook.com/mapurastudios 

Allyson Hamblett profiles fellow artist Ross Cowan 

Ross Cowan has been at 

Māpura for 18 months, 

currently attending “Leading a 

Creative Life” on Thursday 

morning.   Ross loves creating 

seascapes, landscapes and 

portraits and he’s inspired by 

beautiful sunsets. 

Ross has been creative all of 

his life.  He enjoys working 

outside in the gardens at his 

home, and goes to the beach, enjoying long walks. 

Ross has started doing some art at home, and is 

beginning to set up his studio.  “Art and drawing 

have always been an interest of mine since 

childhood and one of my favourite subjects at 

school as a child,” says Ross. “Since having a stroke 

at age 59, it’s like being reborn to have a second 

opportunity in life.”   

Attending Māpura has given Ross an opportunity to 

look at things and objects differently, and allowed 

him to appreciate colours.  Ross also loves seeing his 

work exhibited through 

Māpura’s exhibition 

programme.  To find out 

more about Ross and 

our other artists, please 

visit our website: 

www.mapurastudios.org.nz/news 

Artist Profile: Ross Cowan 

Ross Cowan, Any Port in a Storm 

Trillian Trust, ACE Selwyn Community Education, Digital Darkroom, Onehunga Adult Education,  Infinity Foundation, Pelorus 
Trust, John Ilott Trust, Endeavour Community Foundation,  Community Post, Rainger & Rolfe, Rotary Club of Mt Eden, Rotary 
Club of Epsom, Ray White Kingsland, The Auckland Irish Society, The Southern Trust, The Sargood Bequest, The Chartwell 
Trust, Mazda Foundation NZ, IHC Foundation, North and South Trust, the Blue Sky Community Trust, the New Zealand Sign 
Language Fund, and anonymous donors and friends.  We also thank our patrons, Barry de Geest and Sir James Wallace. 

A HUGE THANK YOU TO OUR FUNDERS AND DONORS: 


