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Winner of 'Big A' Creative Space Award 2013 from Arts Access Aotearoa.  

Spark Centre artist 1st Place Winner, and People's Choice Award of IHC Art Awards 2013 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 
Neighbours’ Day Open Studio  
at the St Patrick’s Fair Day 
Fowlds Park  
Sunday 6 March 
1-3 PM 
 
International Women’s Day   
Tuesday 8 March 
Hosted by CCS Disability Action 
14 Erson Avenue 
 
Market Day at Studio One  
Saturday 12 March 
1 Ponsonby Road 
 
Brain Day 
Saturday 12 March 
 
White Night 
Saturday 12 March 
Greenwoods Corner 
 
The Funding Network 
Monday 16 March 
AUT, 55 Wellesley St 
  
Art Auction at Pah Homestead 
Saturday 28 May 
 
 
 

It has been a great start to 2016 and it is lovely to see 

all our artists again after the long hot summer break. 

Several of our classes are full but there are limited va-

cancies still available. We have started an after school 

art class for local children and with Margaret Feeney 

leading this group, it promises to be both a great learn-

ing experience and a lot of fun. 
 

I’m delighted to welcome 3 new tutors to our fabulous tutor team:    

Sarah Rankin (Hughes) is returning to take a role in our teen class.  

Tim Danko, who has been a volunteer, will be joining the Studio Prac-

tice team. Cath O’Brien, also a volunteer and an experienced art tutor 

at Mairangi Bay Arts Centre, will be with the Movement and Art class 

on Mondays. 
 

We also have a new Board member – Andrew Riley, a lawyer, joined 

the Board in December and I am sure he will have a great deal to       

contribute. 
 

We have some exciting ideas in the pipeline for later in the year includ-

ing a life drawing class, a class working with children on the North 

Shore, working with the deaf community, a cartooning group, and also 

a further Stroke Art Therapy group. 
 

The Mt Eden Rotary Club  will hold an art auction at Pah Homestead of 

work by established artists and some work from our own Māpura  Studi-

os artists. The funds from this will go to support our Stroke art pro-

gramme. We will have some fantastic art from some well respected 

artists, so save the date – Saturday 28 May. Love to see you there – 

more details to come. 
 

Another coup for us is that Māpura Studios has been selected to be 

one of 4 charities to have the opportunity to present to a group of 

philanthropists through The Funding Network. This is an annual event 

and will be held at 5:30 PM on 16 March at AUT (55 Wellesley St). We 

will be focusing on our art therapy and ongoing programmes for peo-

ple who are Stroke affected. It was a rigorous selection process but 

gives us a wonderful opportunity to tell our story. Do let your friends and 

family know about the event.       

    

        Diana McPherson 

        Director 

 
 

2016 Term Dates 

Term 1:  2 Feb – 16 April  (11 wks) 

Term 2:  2 May –  9 July (10 wks) 

Term 3:  25 July – 24 Sept (9 wks) 

Term 4:  10 Oct  –  17 Dec (10 wks) 

NEWS FROM THE DIRECTOR 

ā  

 (formerly Spark Centre of Creative Development) 

Newsletter February 2016 



ARTIST PROFILE: Sharat Walker Rao    

Thank you – we simply can’t do it without you!  

 
 

 

Trillian Trust, ACE Selwyn Community Education, Digital Darkroom, Onehunga Adult Education,  Constellation Community 
Trust,  Infinity Foundation, Pelorus Trust, Pegasus Trust, John Ilott Trust, Endeavour Community Foundation, Creative 
Communities, Community Post, Rainger & Rolfe, Mt Eden Rotary, Ray White Kingsland, The Auckland Irish Society, The 
Southern Trust,  The Chartwell Trust, Deloitte, Mazda Foundation NZ, IHC Foundation, North and South Trust, and anonymous 
donors and friends.  We also thank our patrons, Barry de Geest and Sir James Wallace. 

As a child in India, Sharat Walter Rao was more interested in music 

and sports than art.  A talented student, Sharat also enjoyed playing 

the guitar and was also a championship sprinter.  

Then, at the age of 

21, Sharat experi-

enced a traumatic 

brain injury as the 

result of a motorcycle 

accident. He under-

went intensive reha-

bilitation, learning to 

walk and talk again.  

 

 

Sharat moved to New Zealand 10 years ago and lives on the North 

Shore of Auckland.  He participates in music therapy, and has started 

to play the guitar again. Last year, his liaison officer suggested that he 

try art therapy at Māpura. Working 

with tutor Margaret Feeney, he soon 

discovered a hidden talent for visual 

art. “Sharat is a focused and dedicat-

ed artist; his compositions are bold 

and daring depictions of nature,” says 

Margaret.  “The human element is 

always present in the composition as 

a quiet study of love and relationships.” 

Sharat has now started painting at home, and looks forward to his 

Monday morning class at Māpura each week. “It’s a sort of home for 

him,” says Sharat’s mother Miriam.  “What he can’t express in words, 

A HUGE THANK YOU TO OUR FUNDERS AND DONORS: 

 

Sharat at Māpura 

Watching the Ducks, Sharat Walter Rao 

CREATIVITY OUT WEST 

Māpura returns to Corbans Estate Arts 

Centre in Henderson this term for more 

music, sound and creativity. Every Thurs-

day from 12:30-2 PM, people of all ages 

and abilities are invited to take part in a 

sensory journey and jam with the art of 

noise to make soundscapes, songs and 

atmospheres.  

 

The delivery is through collaborative immer-

sion with instinctive and supported “give it a 

go” opportunities. The traditional building 

blocks of music — voice, soul, instinct, melo-

dy, rhythm, repetition and variation — are 

expressed with simple instruments such as 

ukulele,keyboards, drums and percussion.  

The artists in the Music and Creativity Out 

West programme gain social confidence, ex-

plore ways to express complex abstract emo-

tions, and learn literacy and numeracy skills 

through marketing and selling their own CDs. 

For more information or to enrol, email      

info@mapurastudios.org.nz or phone 09 845 

5361. Cost is $10 per session.  

Are you following us on Facebook? 

Visit facebook.com/mapurastudios 


